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are not apparent on examining the outside of a complete biscuit, but if this
is cut into two pieces longitudinally the section at once shows the presence
or otherwise of wet patches or of foreign matter. At the big rubber centres
in the Amazon country it is customary to cut up in this manner and assign
to the particular grade all the biscuits before they are exported, and thus
the rubber manufacturer receives these Para grades in the form of half-
biscuits, with a depression along the cut surface showing where the pole or
paddle on which the rubber is coagulated has been withdrawn. In the case
of " Hard Tine " Para the biscuit will be seen to be built up of regularly
disposed concentric layers of rubber of one inch or so in thickness, each of
which represents one day's collection and smoking. These thick layers are
in turn made up of innumerable thin layers formed from each successive
coating of latex; these thinner layers are not easily detachable, but the
thicker layers can generally be separated comparatively readily. The rubber
usually appears opalescent owing to the presence of a small proportion of
moisture which has not been evaporated. The " Hard Entrefine " will contain
white opaque, spongy masses, perhaps possessing an unpleasant odour, and
contaminated in some cases with particles of foreign matter. Scraps of
self-coagulated rubber from latex cups, pails, etc., which are not put into
the biscuits, are air-dried, then collected together and made up into irregular
balls, in which form they are known as " Sernamby," " Coarse Para," or
" Negroheads," and of course do not possess the characteristic odour which is
conferred on the other grades by the process of smoking.
The bulk of the rubber prepared in the district round the mouth of the
Amazon is not dried to the same extent during the smoking process as is the
up-river grade, and the finished biscuits consequently contain a larger pro-
portion of moisture; the biscuits are therefore of a somewhat spongy character
and are marketed as " Soft Cure " Para.
" Weak Fine " Para is the name given to the somewhat inferior rubber
obtained from species of Hevea other than Hevea brasiliensis.
Other South American Grades
Other rubber-yielding trees indigenous to South America are those
belonging to the genus Castilloa, and the rubber known as "Centrals" is
obtained from the species Castilloa elastica, which flourishes in the country
north of the Amazon, and also in some parts of Mexico in Central America.
The methods of collecting the latex and obtaining the rubber therefrom differ
from those practised in the case of Hevea trees. In the first place the latex,
instead of being collected in cups, is allowed to flow from the incision made